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Next item would be the reservoir covers.

MR, BELLA: Okay. Thére’s really not much
to talk about here. I'd like to, at the end of
the meeting, schedule a meeting so I can ~-

MR. HANLEY: 1 have something %o say. This
is another message from them that you folks better
‘tell us how yvou're going to do this and my Answer,
which Joe doesn't agree with me, I always say it,
you tell us how you're going to help us pay for
it. |

COMMISSIONER RODRIGUEZ: My point exactly.
I'm going to go on record. I have a meeting with
Senator Menendez next week on things and he
doesn't know, because it's not about this, but I'm
going to let him know.

MR. HANLEY: He's already been briefed, but
I'm sure -~

COMMISSIONER RODRIGUEZ: I'm going to
re~brief him because he's got a thousand million

re-briefed. I consider myself an ally and friend



of his. I want to tell him, Federal, State
governments want all these things done but they
don't know where the money is coming from te do
them to The tune of eight, 40 millioﬁ -

MR. HANLEY: How abeout 80,

COMMISSIONER RODRIGUEZ: Million dollars.
Where ie this coming from? Are we supposed to go
back to cur rate payers?

MR, BELLA: This letter in itself. 1In
fact, they really made some concessions in here
already. One of the concessions was they're not
going to -~ it doesn't seem like they've goﬁng to
force us to cover them. They may aliow us to
great the water, which will be substantially less
or at least it will give us more flexible -

MR. HANLEY: Walit a minute. TIn our
discussions I heard you say that the
post-treatment was going to cost just sz much as
covering.

MR. BELLA: Well, it doesn't seem thal way.

MR. HANLEY: Has that changed?

MR. BELLA: Yes, it has changed.

COMMISSIONER RODRIGUEZ: We want a straight
answer.

COMMISSIONER KOLODZIEI: Give the committee



2z chance to digest these things. We'll come back
with recomﬁendations, Mr. Ranley. I'm also saying
to myself, we are not the only ones in this
situation that the effort that you have made Lo
reach oult to other people to go after the right
l@gislativé branch of government --

MR, HANLEY: I want to say what I said
hefore, which is I cannot possibly do this. This
is going, you know, certainly by myself, but even
as the point person, I'm going to do whatever I
can. This is going to take the Governor -~ this
is going toe take our Congressional delegation,
Senators and people like that from other states
that we identified. This is big money, but it's
doable.

Look at the bill they 3ust passed and
overrode the President's veto on. It was a Public
Works bili. There's a lot of money. When they
tell us they don't have money, they can f{ind it
when they want. We have to be the number one
priority, not number ten. We can't do that
without our Congressmen fighting and our Senators
and our Governoxr.

COMMISSIONER RODRIGUEZ: And I concur with

you. I concur with you because, honestly, I don’t



care about any other state. And honestly, I don't
care about any other Water Commission. I care
about Passiac Valley Water Commission. BARnd Geoxge
has done a good job as Joe, and we will continue
to de in supporting this. But this is muah, wach
bigger than what we ¢an imagine aﬁd this is going
to entail real profesgional, real service
professionals to come in, put & strategy together
to support Jog, George and this body, becauvse this
is a2 full-tine dob. .
MR, HANLEY: Trenton and Washington.

COMMISSIONER LEVINE: Joe, does Wanague
have to do this?

MR. BELLA: No, because these are finished.
After it's finished, the water is put in. Theirs
they treat it, they take it out,

MR. HANLEY: They're raw water.

COMMIBSTONER KOLODZIEJ: BAnd Newark, you
explained, iz part of the ones that will be hit
and they have offered some, not solutions, but an
easy way ~-—

MR, HANWLEY: We had talks but it hasa't
come together.

COMMISSIONER KOLODZIEJ: My dealings with

government is, you know, I don't like to put all

PR



my egys in government's basket. In my opinion,
they're not going to be trusted. I like to have
the best game plan I could possibly have and as
you say, my obligations to lobby as much as I can
for my entity, but by the same token, I think part
of what's explained to me is we've alpeady been
trying to position ourselves to control our own
destiny for as much as we possibly can. BAnd then
go from there until the committee meels.

COMMISSIONER RODRIGUEZ: Unless we're going
to bond $80 million.

COMMISSIONER LEVINE: Why couldn't we leave
raw water in one or two of our reservolrs?

MR, BELLA: Foint View we do have raw
water,

MR, HANLEY: 'The answer 1s because the DEP
won't let us.

COMMISSTONER LEVINE: But they'll let North
Jersey?

MR. HANLEY: Because they never had it to
begin with.

COMMISSTONER LEVINE: They never had what?

MR, BANLEY: Finished water. We do. They
won't let us decommission that reserveir because

it's an emergency supply, am I right?



MR. BELLA: That's correct.

MR. HANLEY: Sane with Newark., Newark is
in the same position we are. S0 is Trenton. But
we're the only three in the State.

COMMISSIONER LEVINE: Jersey City.

MR, HANLEY: Because they didn't have it.
You're being punished for being more advanced,

which is typical.

(Whereupon, a cross table discussion took

place)

MR. BELLA: Water goes through the
treatment then the pipes. Ours goes into the
treatment plant in the resexrvoir.

MR, BANLEY: That's raw water, not
finished.

COMMISSIONER LEVINE: Jersey City is raw
water, also?

MR. HANLEY: We have three. We have more
than anybody.

COMMISSTONER DeVITA: It says cover or
treat.

ME. BELLA: Big concession.

COMMISSIONER DeVITA: How do we get an idea -



of what the difference is in 80 million, cover
versus this treatment?

MR. BELLA: Well, at some point we're going
o have to do a study and that will be part of
what ~~

COMMISSIONER DeVITA: TIt's not something we
can do inhouse?

MR. BELLA: We have some capabllity to get
there, but it's hard for us to do that because
we're not dealing with those technologies and the
nanufacturers on a day-to~day basis. |

COMMISSIONER ROLODZIET: Isn't there money
out there to do that study?

MR. BELLA: That's what we went to
Washington for.

MR. HANLEY: We asked for that. We put the
reguest in, we didn't get it. I mean, we'll ask
for it again.

COMMTSSIONER KOLODZIEJ: Exactly. You got
to keep being persistent.

MR. BANLEY: Again, the way I read this,
until we get the big boys in the geme on our
behalf, we're going nowhere.

PRESTDENT SANCHEZ: Joe, George, let me ask

you this:



MR, HANLEY: They care. We're number 15 on
the list.

PRESIDENT SANCHEZ: I got your point.

Are we intending to go out hiring somebody
full time just to lobby on behalf of this?
. MR. HANLEY: You have proposals oul now
pursuant to the Pay-to-Play that, you know,
solicited such people. And by the way, actually,
I'm glad that came up, because we have all
propoesals in, you know. Any Comuissioner is
welcome ﬁo e

COMMESSIDﬁER RODRIGUEZ: The response was
really for Governor relations and public
relations. And I wanted to bring that to the body
pecause I inquired about it. This is something
that's going to:have to téke a state entity and
Washington entity to do it. This ls not, you
know, thigs is not small money. Angd when we'ze
looking at the bigger picture of $80 million that
we need to start looking for, it is money well
spent to. Tt's not fun.

Pirst of ail, we got to get the message out
to those entities, whether State or ¥ederal. I
think a lot of the onus is fallen on Joe and

George, they have to take care of the Water



Commission, not thé government relations plece.
I'm going to put it out there that the response
was poor. There was only one group that responded
to Governor relations, you know. I kind of kept
out ¢f 1t because that's what I do for a living,
but I'm geing to recommend that we send it to
every single lobbying £irm and every single
lobbying firm in New Jersey. And we alsc go out
again for the public relations, because there's
too many wonderful things happening here, too many
good things happening here that we can't get a
good firm from here that wants to de this kind of
work for us.
COMMISSIONER DeVITA: When vou say New
CJersey and Fedgral, you mean two separate?
COMMISSIONER RODRIGUEZ: Yeah. You have

to. It can't be one entity because the folks in
Washington focus on Washington and the folks in
New Jersey focus on New Jersey. Becauss FSELG is
a client of mine. We're ome of like four state
lokkyists that they have, bescause it's about regs,
legislation, regulaticns. We're not PSE&G, of
course. But I.think this is worth the Commssion's
investment.

COMMISSIONER LEVINE: How come all these



lobbying firms in New Jersey, as you said, plenty
of good ones, right, didn't respond?
COMMISSIONER RODRIGUEZ: Because the way it

works in this business and I can be very candid...

{(Whereupon, a cross table discussion took

place)

PRESIDENT SANCHEZ: Counsel, let's
determine one thing. BAre we going to get the list
and we're golng to scolicit some new proposals?
That's numﬁer one. That's what we're going to do.

And sacond of ali, T have a question.

Since Bill Pascrell is our Congressﬁan from this
district, is that a good idea to set up a meeting
with him and start with him?

COMMISSIONER RODRIGUEZ: 1 think we need to
hire a leobbying firm.

MR. HANLEY: I think we need the right
persen to set that meeting up. We met with him,
by the way,

COMMISSIONER RODRIGUEZ: I could call Jacky
and set up a meeting like this.

COMMISSIONER KROLODZIEd: Exactly, exactly.

You're absolutely right.



PRESIDENT SANCHEZ: ALl right. Let's go
on. Get proposals and get people in.

COMMISSIONER RODRIGUEZ: I will tell you,
Mr. President, that what happens is, when I tell
you, the person -- what that lobbying person from
Washington does, looks at the committee that
oversees these regulations and that person makes
sure, you know, that person makes sure that first,
you contact your New Jersey delegation and on top
of that, that New Jersey delegation contacts that
committée, plus they enreil to the committees in
Washington., That's where we need to go.

MR, HANLEY: If we don't have our
delegation and Governor Lighting for this, the
Chairman and House and Sénate are not going.

COMMISSIONER LEVINE: Frelinghuysen, Rodney
Frelinghuysen and Steve Rothman were very helpful
with the Sewer -~

PRESIDENT SANCHEZ: All right, all right.

George, counsel, make sure we gel some new

propesals and we'll take it from there.
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